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After surviving a demon attack, disgraced police detective Victoria Martin tracks down the

Valducans in search of answers. Recognizing her potential, and despite the warnings of the other

knights, Allan Havlock, protector of Ibenus, takes her in as his apprentice. As the Valducans travel

to Paris to destroy a demon nest infesting the catacombs, the knights find themselves hunted by an

Internet group intent on exposing them. Victoria, who belongs to this group, must desperately play

both sides to protect not only herself but Allan, whom she has begun to love. Ibenus, however, has

other plans. Ibenus is the third book in the Valducan series, for which Skorkowsky was short-listed

as Best Debut Author in the 2014 Reddit Stabby Awards.
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Seth Skorkowsky is one of the most promising fantasy writers I've read in the past decade. He has

managed to create top quality urban fantasy in the Valducan series and exceeded that in the Tales

from the Black Raven stories. While I prefer the latter, I was a day-one purchaser for this latest

volume of the Valducan series. The premise for the books is that the world is infested with demons.

These spirits possess human beings and transform them into vampires, werewolves, and other

creatures of darkness. Opposing these creatures are the Holy Weapons, those objects which have

been empowered with more powerful demons that prey on these creatures. Each novel chronicles

one Holy Weapon and their wielder, the latter of whom are often obsessed to a near-romantic level

with their object. This novel follows a woman named Victoria Martin who, after a chance encounter



with demons, ends up a disgraced and jobless. Encountering Valducan agent Allan Havlock, keeper

of the sword Ibenus, she becomes enamored with the organization and decides to become a

member. Unfortunately, this is after she's started working with a hacktivist named Tommy D who

intends to expose the Valducan group to the world. Her loyalties will be tested and, ultimately,

irrevocable choices made as Ibenus prepares its next wielder. Ultimately, I really enjoyed this book

and while I would prefer another Matt Hollis book, I think this provides an excellent insight into how

the Valducan group works as well as its recruiting methods. We also get some insight into the

gender politics of the organization as Victoria is used to dealing with a boys network and is

somewhat off-put with her ill-advised attempts to bond with the other female demon hunters in the

group.
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